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to conquer Constantinople and that he had previously
made a similar pledge to Suleiman ibn Abdul Malik
and induced him to prepare the expedition and con-
vinced him that the plan was easy to execute.11
According to the Byzantine records Leo helped the
Arabs with his guidance and advice, but he did not
mean to deliver Constantinople to them; he only
meant to pave the way for himself by weakening the
forces of the Empire and keeping them busy with the
repulse of the invaders/2 In fact, Leo availed himself
of the opportunity and proclaimed himself Caesar at
Amorium. He then marched at the head of his forces
to Constantinople and defeated the army sent by
Theodosius against him. The Emperor resigned the
throne and retired into a monastery, and so Leo enter-
ed Constantinople with his victorious army and was
crowned Emperor of the Roman Empire as Leo III, in
March 717 A.D.
Maslama advanced towards Constantinople with
his innumerable army in the spring of the same year
(98 AJHU 717 A.D.), while the fleet sailed to the
Marmora. Suleiman showed great determination and
energy; he supplied his brother with other forces, and
amassed reinforcements in all towns and ports. Mas-
lama occupied Pergamos and approached Constantino-
ple with one of the most formidable forces ever moved
by Islam against Christendom. The Byzantine chroni-
cle estimates the army of Maslama at 80,000 men, and
the Arabs standing under the walls of Constantinople,
by land and sea, at 18Q,QOQ.13 Maslama crossed the sea
at Abydos where he met the Arab fleet. He then car-
ried his army to the European shore of the Hellespont,
and marched on the coast of Marmora till he reached
Constantinople which he surrounded by land and sea
with dense forces, and set up huge battering-rams.
The Muslims tried, at first, to storm the city, but fail-
ed notwithstanding several severe attempts and were
repulsed before the impregnable walls, owing to the